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Your Histopathology Lab Deserves Better Than Shared 
Drives. 

CERF 6 is a 21 CFR Part 11 compliant ELN purpose-built for digital pathology — connecting your WSI files, tissue 
metadata, staining records, peer review workflows, and study documentation in a single auditable system. 

 

THE PROBLEM :      SHARED DRIVES, EMAIL THREADS, AND STANDALONE VIEWERS ARE NOT 
COMPLIANCE INFRASTRUCTURE 

 

Image data scattered across drives 
with no searchable metadata 

Tissue specimens separated from 
their staining records and study 
reports 

No compliant audit trail on image 
annotations, peer reviews, or sign-
offs 

CERF centralizes every image file with 
configurable thumbnail previews, 
histology-specific metadata, and 
semantic full-text search. 

CERF's Tissue Sample resource 
category directly links specimen IDs, 
organ, stain, and protocol to associated 
image files. 

CERF's immutable audit trail captures 
every action and configurable PKI-based 
DSA signing assures data integrity. 

 

CERF 6 IMAGE THUMBNAIL GRID 
 

Browse Your Histopathology 
Archive Visually 
 
This is a CERF Table with histopathology 
images displayed as medium thumbnails.  
 
Each row includes a linked tissue image, 
controlled-vocabulary "Indication" metadata, 
and a ROW LOCKED checkbox — the row 
is locked after peer review to prevent further 
modification, as required by GLP. 
 
See more of CERF’s 
histopathology-friendly  
features at: 
 
 
 
 

NEW IN CERF 6 — BUILT FOR YOUR WORKFLOW 
 

▸ Image Thumbnail Grid 
Drag any image collection into a CERF Table and instantly browse 
as labeled thumbnails — Small, Medium, or Large. Right-click any 
thumbnail to view full resolution, check out, or annotate without 
leaving the table. 

▸ Tissue Sample Resource Type 
New in CERF 6: designate any resource as a Tissue Sample. 
Dedicated metadata fields — tissue type, organ, stain method, 
processing protocol, specimen ID — are automatically indexed and 
searchable. 
 

▸ JP2, OME-TIFF & PSD Format Support 
CERF supports viewing of most image formats natively and allows 
for easy preview creation for more specialized formats such as 
DICOM. 

▸ Built in “diff” tool for comparing images and 
document versions.  
Instant version comparison of file content and metadata brings 
enhanced data integrity and QA for your research data or business 
operations. 
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CERF viewing a DICOM/WSI file with the specialized viewer panel — full metadata 
and audit trail maintained. 

CERF Works With Your Existing Tools 
Pathologists keep using their preferred WSI viewers for 
analysis. CERF wraps the entire workflow in compliant data 
management — audit trail, version control, metadata, digital 
signatures — that standalone viewers cannot provide. 

Deployment options: 
Cloud (AWS)  Lab-Ally hosts and manages — no IT overhead 
On-Premise  Your server, your data, your control 
Sealed LAN  Air-gapped for maximum security — no internet 
required 

 
CERF is database-agnostic, open-source 
component stack, and available with perpetual 
licensing — your data is never locked in. 

 

COMPLIANCE AT THE CORE 
 

21 CFR Part 11 
Built in from day one — not added 
on as an afterthought 

PKI Digital Signatures 
The only ELN using the U.S. 
government's DSA algorithm — 
signatures are cryptographically 
bound and non-transferable 

GLP / ALCOA-PLUS 
GLP-compliant corrections, 
immutable audit trail, and full SOP 
lifecycle management with 
enforced read-acknowledgment 

IQ/OQ Validation 
Installation and operational 
qualification documentation 
available — CERF is designed to 
be validated in your environment 

 

HOW CERF COMPARES 
 

 Shared Drives / Email Standalone WSI 
Viewers 

Generic ELNs CERF 6 

21 CFR Part 11 compliant ✗ ✗ Partial ✓ Full 
Immutable audit trail ✗ ✗ ✗ ✓  
PKI digital signatures ✗ ✗ ✗ ✓  
Image thumbnail browsing ✗ Viewer only ✗ ✓  
Histology-specific metadata ✗ Limited ✗ ✓  
SOP & controlled docs ✗ ✗ Partial ✓  
Perpetual licensing — — ✗ ✓  

 

Request a Live Demo — We're Here at the Conference 
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Free trial server:   demo.cerfnotebook.com 

 
 

                        CERF ELN is produced, distributed, and supported by Lab-Ally LLC 


